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Date 
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Extent 
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Name of Creator 

 
Swanzy, David Paul 

 

Biographical History 

 

David Swanzy received his undergraduate degree in 1958 from Centenary College 

(Shreveport, La.) and his Ph.D. in 1966 from Michigan State University (East Lansing). 

 

The majority of David Swanzy's professional life was spent in New Orleans, where he 

was Dean of the College of Music of Loyola University. He also served temporarily as 

the New Orleans Symphony as its Executive Director. Similarly, he held an 
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appointment with the National Endowment for the Arts in Washington, D.C. in their 
music executive-exchange program. 

 

Prior to his work in New Orleans, he held professorships at Southern Methodist 

University and the Edinboro University of Pennsylvania. He was also a visiting 

professor at Arizona State University, Brigham Young University, and the Cincinnati 

College-Conservatory of Music. Mr. Swanzy founded the Louisiana/Texas Composer's 

Retreat in Shelby County, Texas and, during the 1980's, established the Leadville, 

Colorado Summer Music Festival. He is now in retirement as Dean Emeritus of the 
College of Music, Loyola University New Orleans.     

 

The New Orleans Philharmonic–Symphony Society grew out of the 1944 merger of the 

New Orleans Civic Symphony Orchestra, which was founded in 1936, and the New 

Orleans Philharmonic Society. At first they called themselves the New Orleans 

Symphony Society, but the organization would go on to rename itself twice more: the 

New Orleans Philharmonic-Symphony Society in 1952 and the New Orleans Symphony 

in 1989.  The organization went bankrupt in 1991. Members of the defunct group went 

on to form the Louisiana Philharmonic Orchestra. 

 

Scope and Content 

This collection contains papers relating to the New Orleans Philharmonic Symphony 

Society, primarily for the years 1988-1989, when David Swanzy was the Symphony’s 

acting executive director. Highlights of the collection include correspondence, board 

minutes, financial statements, master business plan, fund raising plans, biographies of 

guest musicians and conductors, programs and promotional materials. The collection is 

supplemented by newspaper clippings. 

System of Arrangement  

The papers are organized first by subject matter, then chronologically. 

Conditions Governing Access 

The collection is open for research use.  

Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use 

Physical rights are retained by the J. Edgar and Louis S. Monroe Library, Loyola 

University New Orleans.  Copyright is retained in accordance with U.S. 

Copyright Laws. 
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Language and Scripts of the Material 

 

Collection is in English 

 

Processing Information 

 

Finding aid written by Rosalee McReynolds. Revised by Katherine Kuhl Rivet, 2013 

 

Container List  
 

Box Folder  Description 

1 1   Articles of Amendment/Charter, 1989 

 2   Board of Directors – Directory, No Date 

 3   Board of Directors – Directory, March 13, 1989 

 4   Board of Directors – Minutes, 1988 

 5   Board of Directors – Minutes, 1989 

 6   Correspondence, 1988  

 7   Correspondence, No Date 

 8   Correspondence, 1989 

 9   Finances 

10   Fundraising 

11   Fundraising – Prospect List 

12   Guest Conductors – Biographies 

13   Management Plans, Audits, etc., 1988-1989 

14   Marketing/Communications Plan, 1989 

15   Master Business Plan – 1988/89 and 1989/90 Seasons 

16   Musicians 

17   Proclamations 

18   Promotional Materials, 1989-1992 
   

 

2 1   Publication – Programs – 53
rd

 Season (1988-1989) 

2   Publications – Programs – 54
th
 Season (1989-1990) 

3   Publications – Miscellaneous 

4   Scheduled Performances 

 5   Surveys  

6   Writings, 1988 

7   Works Performed by New Orleans Symphony 

8   American Symphony Orchestra League Data 

9   Collected Publications 
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Box    Folder  

2 10   Memorabilia 

 11   Newspaper & Magazine Clippings 
 

 

   

  


